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power to secure civil liberty is lost, The degeneration
may go on so slowly that only after a generation or two
will the people realize that the old tradition is lost and
that the fresh, spontaneous power of the people, which
we call political sense, is dead. Such is the danger which
continually menaces the republic, and the only safe-
guard against it is the jealous instinct of the people,
which is quick to take the alarm and which will not, at
any time or under any excuse, allow even a slight or
temporary infringement upon civil liberty. Such in-
fringements when made are always made under specious
pretexts. Kings who set aside civil liberty always do it
for "higher reasons of state"; in a republic likewise
you will find, especially at great public crises, that men
and parties are promptly ready to take the same course
and assume the role of "saviors of society," for the sake
of something which they easily persuade themselves to
be a transcendent public interest. The constitutional
republic, however, does not call upon men to play the
hero; it only calls upon them to do their duty under
the laws and the constitution, in any position in which
they may be placed, and no more.